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Installation of Bird Comb to Fascia Board 

Please note that, as every situation is different, the following instructions serve only as a guide to the 

installation of the product, and therefore may require some adjustment or adaptation on your part, 

dependent upon the building in question. Should you require any assistance, please make contact 

with us, by means of the contact details stipulated on the last page. 

 

Included in your kit: 

1. Bird Comb 

2. Screws 

3. Screw Driver Drill Bit 

Step 1: Clean the affected area 

Before installing your product, it is essential that you clean and disinfect the affected area thoroughly. 

Therefore, any bird droppings, remnants of nests, and debris present must be carefully removed and 

the area cleaned and disinfected with a good quality disinfectant. 

If you require a ladder to reach the affected area, please ensure that the ladder is securely set up 

and stable. If possible, ask someone to hold the ladder for you. 
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When dealing with the roof space or gutters of a building, you will need to ensure that there are no 

birds or nests present in your roof or gutters before closing up any openings with Aluminium Mesh Bird 

Barrier. If there are birds, chicks and/or eggs in the nests/roof, we advise that you should wait until the 

eggs have hatched and the young have left the nest, before continuing with cleaning and 

installation. If you touch the nest, eggs or young, or relocate them, there is a good chance that the 

adult birds will reject their young, and they will perish as a result. 

However, if there are no birds or eggs present in the ceiling, and only empty nests remain, we 

recommend that you make use of a Room Fogger in the roof space in order to prevent the spread of 

Bird Lice/Mites from the empty nests.  

It is, however, possible that dormant Bird Lice/Mites could still pose a problem. It is, therefore, best to 

employ the services of a Pest Controller to spray for Bird Lice/Mites within the affected areas, before 

proceeding with your installation, if possible. Once you have completed the process of Fogging 

and/or the Spraying of Insecticide, you can remove the empty nests and throw them away. 

It is important to note that some birds, such as the Seagull, are a protected species. As such, you will 

be required to apply for a permit to remove nests, as well as guidance from the organisation supplying 

the permits, in terms of dealing with eggs and young. 

Please see the below regarding cleaning & disinfecting for further instructions. 

For this step, you will require: 

1. A Good Disinfectant Product (We Recommend Eagle Eye Clean Wall Detergent) 

2. Warm Water in a Bucket 

3. Cold Water in a Spray Bottle 

4. Plastic or Rubber Handheld Scraper 

5. Large Sponge/Brush (dependent on the extent of debris present) 

6. Protective Mask 

7. Latex Gloves 

8. Heavy Duty Refuse Bags 

9. Torch (a headlamp would be ideal) 

Cleaning & Disinfecting: 

1. Place the protective mask over your nose & mouth to protect yourself against infection (for your 

safety, please keep the mask on for the entire duration of step 1). 

2. Put the latex gloves on (for your safety, please keep the gloves on for the entire duration of step 

1). 

https://bds.org.za/shop/roof-closures/eagle-eye-clean-wall-detergent/
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3. Ensure that your heavy duty refuse bags are ready, and are doubled-up (one bag inside 

another for increased protection against infection). 

4. Place a ladder under the manhole inside the building in order to enter the roof space. Ensure 

that the ladder is securely set up and stable. If possible, ask someone to hold the ladder for you.  

5. Open the lid of the manhole, and place it to one side, so that you are able to see into the roof 

space using your torch. 

6. If you need to climb up into the roof space to determine whether there are birds and nests 

present, please be careful to walk only on the exposed rafters in the ceiling and not on the 

ceiling board or insulation. If you have never been into a roof space before, and are unsure as 

to how to do so safely, it is recommended that you obtain the assistance of someone who has 

been into a roof space before and is comfortable doing so. Alternatively, you can call us for a 

quotation to remove the birds and nests for you (contact details below). 

7. If you are able to see birds in the roof space, try scaring them in order to get them to leave 

through the existing openings. 

8. Dampen any droppings & debris in the roof space using the spray bottle of water.  

9. Use the handheld scraper to gently lift bird droppings, nest remnants and other debris from the 

roof space into your doubled-up refuse bags. 

10. Once all excess debris has been removed, ensure that refuse bags are closed tightly, with no 

openings present. 

11. Dispose of the full refuse bags in a responsible manner (taking them to your nearest official 

landfill/dumping site is recommended). 

12. If there is a nest present, containing young or eggs, you will need to be very careful in moving 

this nest, without making contact with the eggs or young, to a safe location close by. Placing 

the nest somewhere in your garden would be ideal, preferably in a tree if at all possible. 

13. Using the sponge or brush, warm water, and disinfectant, wash the affected area until clean 

(please ensure that you read the instructions for the disinfectant properly, and use it correctly). 

14. It may be necessary to spray the interior of the roof space with a pesticide, in order to eliminate 

the risk of a Bird Mite infestation. Ask your local hardware store to recommend a good, safe 

pesticide to use. 

15. Once the roof space has been thoroughly cleaned, allow the area to dry, and proceed to step 

2. 

 

Step 2: Measuring the area 

You will have taken some measurements before purchasing the Bird Comb product, in order to 

determine how much of the product you will require. However, before installing the product to the 
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affected area, you will need to take more detailed measurements to ensure that the product is 

installed properly. 

As each Bird Comb unit is approximately 330mm in length, you will need to ensure that you have 

sufficient Bird Comb units to cover the entire length of your roof edge. You will, however, be able to 

allow two units of Bird Comb to overlap, should you have a gap smaller than 330mm in length to cover 

at the end of a roof edge length. 

 

Step3: Installing your product  

Once you are confident that you have correctly measured the length of the roof edge, ensure that 

you have sufficient Bird Comb units on hand. 

For this step, you will require: 

1. Bird Comb (supplied) 

2. Screws (supplied) 

3. Screw Driver Drill Bit (supplied) 

4. Drill with impact function 

5. Ladder 

Installation: 

1. Place a ladder in such a manner that you will be able to easily reach the roof tiles that run 

along the outer edge of the roof. Ensure that the ladder is securely set up and stable. If 

possible, ask someone to hold the ladder for you. 

2. You will need a handful of Bird Comb units to start, as well as 2 screws per Bird Comb unit, your 

drill and the screw driver drill bit. 

3. Once at a point at which you are overlooking the roof edge, grab hold of the outermost row of 

roof tiles along the roof edge, one by one, sliding them back so that you are able to clearly 

see, and easily reach, the fascia board running under it. 

4. Place the flat edge of your first unit of Bird Comb on the top edge of the fascia board, in line 

with where the fascia board begins on the length you are treating first. Ensure that the fingers of 

the Bird Comb unit are pointing upward and are at the back of the unit as you face it. 

5. You will notice that there are 2 holes present on the flat area of the Bird Comb unit. Holding the 

Bird Comb unit in place tightly with one hand, make use of your drill and the screw driver drill bit 

to turn one of the screws into the first hole, so that it is tight and flush with the Bird Comb unit. 

Where you are placing the screw, push down hard to make an indent - this will make holding 
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the screw straight, easier. The screw driver bit should be firmly seated in the head of the screw 

while screwing. As you are drilling, apply pressure to the top of the screw driver to ensure the bit 

stays in the screw head as you drill. Remember to ease back on the pressure when the screw is 

almost in place. If you apply too much pressure, you will end up sinking the screw too deeply 

into the wood or board. Quick bursts of “on” and “off” will also give you more control over how 

deep the screw is driven into the timber or board. if you are driving into hardwood, you may 

need to pre-drill a smaller pilot hole first in order to assist in getting the screw into the wood. Be 

careful not to allow the Bird Comb unit to move while you are tightening the screw. 

6. Using your drill, with the screw driver drill bit, turn a second screw into the second hole on the 

flat section of the Bird Comb unit, securing the unit to the fascia board.  

7. Once the first Bird Comb unit is secure, place a second Bird Comb unit on the top edge of the 

fascia board, as with the first one, directly next to the first unit. Be careful not to leave any gaps 

between the two units. 

8. Secure the second Bird Comb unit to the fascia board, using your drill, the screw driver bit and 

the screws supplied, as you did with the first Bird Comb unit.  

9. Continue to install the Bird Comb units as per the above. 

10. Once you have installed as many Bird Comb units as you can within the space you are able to 

safely reach from the ladder, carefully slide the roof tiles for that completed section back down 

so that the fingers of the Bird Comb are pulled forward under the tile. The Bird Comb fingers will 

now form a barrier, preventing pest bird entry to the roof space. 

11. After having pulled the roof tiles back into place, and completed a section, move your ladder 

to the next section and continue with your installation. 

12. When you reach the end of a length, and are left with a section of roof edge to cover that is 

less than 330mm in length, place your last unit of Bird Comb for that length in such a manner 

that it covers the open end of the length and overlaps with the previous unit of Bird Comb 

installed.  

13. Repeat the above steps in order to install the remaining Bird Comb units to the fascia board. 

NB: Do not, under any circumstances, drill into asbestos roof sheeting/tiles, as this could be hazardous 

to your health, and will damage the sheeting/tile. 

Should you experience any difficulty with your installation, please don’t hesitate to make contact with 

us for assistance. 

Bird Deterrent Specialists 

Phone: +27 21 797 7788 / +27 82 493 0216 

Fax: +27 86 672 2053  

E-Mail: info@bds.org.za 

mailto:info@bds.org.za

